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"Ahmad Shah Abdali's invasions accelareted 
the disintegration of‘the empire. It.is said 
that he was invited by Shah Waliullah and 
Najibuddaula. He did not want an invitation 
but he came and did more damage to Muslim 
power and prestige than the enemies of the 
empire had done it. The thirp battle of Pani- 
pat is remembered with pride by the Muslims 
and the victor of Islam, It was a defeat in* 
many senses of the word. If Shah Waliullah in* 
vited Abdali it proved, 'Hardly a contribution 
to the glory of Islam, Says Smith, it was an * 
alian's participation in politics with a 
vengeance Decline of Muslim power and the 

crisis of Muslim civilization in India and 
Pakistan during the eighteenth century." 
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(Alt Pakistan History Conference, Islamabad) 
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It will be hardly believed that before the 
year 1857 there was no grammar to be had in 
England or in India, from which an Enqlish offi¬ 
cer might acquire the* need of the language of 
Afghanistan. Nor can it be too often reported 
ifhat even before the beginning of the Afghan, 
Wars, th£ Russian Government had appointed a 
Professor of pashto, the language of Afghans, 
at StI Petersburg. There in the northern ca¬ 
pital of Russia an Afghan grammer and teach¬ 
ing book was published bv ,Professor Dorn at 
the expense of the Emperor's Government,before 
our government even knew that the Afghans had 
a language of their own. There at St. Peters¬ 
burg young officers and diplomats had to pass 
examinations in the dialects of the warlike 
mountaineers of Roh, while our generals and 
Ambassadors employed on mission of the highest 
importance in the very heart of the country 
hap to depend for information on the interest 
of interpreters, Afghan Chiefs were able to 
talk treason in Pashto before the noses of 
our Generals assuring them fidelity in high 
flown strains of Persian colloquiaum. (Army 
and Navy Gazette, June, 1864). 
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"This work includes $he resuit of my own 
research during the last twelve! years toge¬ 
ther with the whole of the woFds contained 
in the very rare* though not extensive,lexi- 
cographicat works existing on the Pashto 
language - The Ajaib-ul-Ioghat of Nawab 
Allah Yar Khan of Barach Tribe and the Ria- 
zu-ul-Mohabbat by Nawab Hafiz Mohabat Khan 
bo^h CxPl&ittcd in Persian." 
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Abstract of proceedings of the honourable 
the Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab. 12th 
February, 1 866 No. ft. 


From:- Military Secretary, Punjab, 

No. _ ■. . ..Dated L « . 

Transfer for disposal a letter from Dr 
Be Mew of the Guide Corps regarding a Pashto 
Grammar and Dictionary which he proposes 
pub)Ish 

No 5 
To 

Brigadier General Wild 

Returns Dr Be Hew 1 s letter and requests 
that Dr Bel lew be asked to send the manuscri¬ 
pt^ for Inspection, also to state in what res¬ 
pect they are superior to existing works on 
the subject 

Besides the cost of the publication of each 
seperately, as His Honour considers this publi¬ 
cation in one volume an inconvenient arrange¬ 
ment. 

(Copied from Record Officer, Peshawar) 
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8. W.P.M. Erskine 
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10. General Sir Bindon Blood 
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13. Sir M. Aural Stain. 
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14. Col. H.F. Smyth 
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Afghanistan Vol. II by Wilber. 
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Sinclair. 

Catalogue of Pashto Manuscripts by 
Dr. Mackenzie. 

Notes oaV.edic literature by Du Upal. 
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